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Gov. Pat Quinn said in a radio interview 
last week that Illinois prisons are not 

overcrowded. But the state still incarcerates 
too many people, and its prisons hold some 
50 percent more inmates than they were de-
signed to handle. It’s costing a broke state a 
fortune. 

A number of sensible initiatives to reduce 
the state’s prison population are in place, with 
Quinn’s support, but the state has much to do 
to follow through on those programs and to 
add new ones. For example, a bill introduced 
Wednesday by state Rep. Arthur Turner (D-
Chicago) would enable some inmates older 
than 50 who have been in prison for at least 
25 years to get hearings for release. That’s an 
idea that makes sense for offenders who no 
longer are a danger to the public. The prison 
gates wouldn’t automatically open, but the in-
mates would be given a chance to make their 
pitch. 

On a promising note, Adult Redeploy Il-
linois, which helps communities treat offend-
ers without sending them to prison, is one of 
the few state programs that actually got an 
increase in this year’s state budget. 

Across the nation, states are turning away 
�I�U�R�P���D���O�R�F�N���¶�H�P���X�S���S�R�O�L�F�\���W�R���¿�J�K�W���F�U�L�P�H�����2�Q��
Thursday, in fact, the PEW Charitable Trusts 

GIVE  WISER PRISON POLICIES  A CHANCE 

reported that state policy revisions across 
the country, a decline in juvenile arrests, and 
changes in the youth population have brought 
down the juvenile commitment rate to about 
half its peak in the late 1990s. 

The situation in Illinois, though, is closer 
to that in California, where the prison popu-
lation also exceeded its design capacity by 
about 50 percent, according to the John How-
ard Association of Illinois. A federal court 
has ordered California, which already has re-
duced its prison population by about 46,000, 
to lower its total by an additional 9,600 in-
mates by the end of the year. Illinois would be 
wise to avoid a similar legal battle in which it 
becomes hard to make progress, because ev-
ery step must be approved by a court. 

Prisons take a $1.3 billion annual bite out 
of the state’s highly stressed budget. When 
so much of the money goes to operating pris-
ons, too little is left for programming to cut 
recidivism, job training and drug education, 
which also can reduce crime. Almost all pris-
oners eventually are released, and we have a 
�V�W�U�R�Q�J�� �V�H�O�¿�V�K�� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�� �L�Q�� �K�H�O�S�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�P�� �D�Y�R�L�G��
re-offending. 

As part of his efforts to reduce prison 
spending, Quinn has closed two youth in-
carceration facilities and two adult prisons. 

Political opponents already are saying that’s 
contributing to overcrowding, although the 
two shuttered adult prisons together housed 
only about 1,500 inmates. 

We need political leaders of all stripes to 
support the idea of diverting nonviolent of-
fenders to destinations other than prison. It’s 
an issue easy to demagogue because some 
people who leave prison inevitably again 
commit crimes, no matter how carefully the 
risks of release are assessed. Serial rapist Ju-
lius Anderson, for example, on Wednesday 
was sentenced to a new 75-year term because 
he attacked three women in Bucktown shortly 
after his 2009 release on parole.  

Part of what drove Illinois’ prison num-
bers so high was an outcry that doomed the 
state’s now-defunct Meritorious Good Time 
early-release program. Last winter, a replace-
ment early-release program offering “supple-
mental sentence credits” went into operation, 
but so far has not released enough inmates to 
�V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\�� �E�U�L�Q�J�� �G�R�Z�Q�� �W�K�H�� �R�Y�H�U�D�O�O�� �S�R�S�X�O�D-
tion. 

�,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V�� �¿�Q�D�O�O�\�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�J�X�Q�� �P�R�Y�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
right direction on revising its incarceration 
policies. It’s an effort that requires a long-
�W�H�U�P���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W���S�U�R�G�G�L�Q�J�����v

I T’S TIME  TO CONSIDER PRISON SENTENCE MODIFICATION  FOR OLDER CON
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HOUSE BILL  3668 TALKING  POINTS

By Aviva Futorian
• Illinois no longer has parole (i.e., eligi-

bility to be released early for good be-
havior) for adult prisoners.

• Illinois prisons are overcrowded, operat-
ing at a crushing 144% of capacity. The 
number of prisoners over 50 years of age 
in the IDOC has grown from 1,030 in 
1990 to 7,162; the number of prisoners 
who have served over 25 years in prison 
has grown from 32 in 1990 to 1,009. 

• House Bill 3668 would enable an elderly 
prisoner who is 50 years old or older and 
has served 25 or more consecutive years 
to petition the Prisoner Review Board 
���3�5�%�����I�R�U���D���P�R�G�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���K�L�V���K�H�U���V�H�Q-
tence.  

• Families of crime victims will be noti-
�¿�H�G���L�Q���D���W�L�P�H�O�\���P�D�Q�Q�H�U���R�I���H�D�F�K���S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q��
and board Hearing. Families will be af-
forded opportunity for input  into the 
FeC25 years in prison 
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FAMILY , CONTINUED  FROM PAGE 1

By Terri L. Mascherin

More than thirty years have passed and 
the discussion still haunts me. I was 

taking a college seminar on Oral History and 
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Bill Ryan’s Letter to the Chicago Sun Times, published November 13, 2013
  

A bill is being considered by the Legislature, HB 3668, that would permit elderly prisoners 
to apply for parole. People may wonder who are these elderly people? 

�0�L�V�V���3�����L�V���������\�H�D�U�V���R�I���D�J�H�����6�K�H���L�V���F�R�Q�¿�Q�H�G���W�R���D���Z�K�H�H�O�F�K�D�L�U�����X�Q�D�E�O�H���W�R���Z�D�O�N���E�X�W���D���I�H�Z���V�W�H�S�V��
�D�O�R�Q�H�����6�K�H���K�D�V���&�2�3�’�����F�R�Q�J�H�V�W�L�Y�H���K�H�D�U�W���I�D�L�O�X�U�H�����0�L�V�V���3�����L�V���D���¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���R�I�I�H�Q�G�H�U�����Y�H�U�\���U�H�P�R�U�V�H-
ful. She has served 26 years with a life without parole sentence having been found guilty of 
murder but insane.

Miss R. is 58 years of age. She uses a walker and has a spinal condition along with other 
health issues. Miss R once dreamed of being a nun and in prison has completed many Bible 
study courses. 

�0�L�V�V���5�����L�V���D���¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���R�I�I�H�Q�G�H�U���Z�K�R���K�D�V���V�H�U�Y�H�G���������\�H�D�U�V�����0�L�V�V���5�����L�V���V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���D���O�L�I�H���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W��
possibility of parole sentence.

Miss E. recently was told one kidney had failed and the other is deteriorating fast. She has 
�K�D�G���¿�Y�H���P�D�M�R�U���V�X�U�J�H�U�L�H�V����

Miss E. is 66 years of age and has served 25 years. She is an accomplished pianist and artist 
whose paintings adorn walls in Logan. 

Here are statements from other prisoners:
I am a 58-year-old man and 28 years into a life sentence. When I was high on PCP, I broke 

�L�Q�W�R���D���K�R�X�V�H���D�Q�G���E�H�D�W���D���Z�R�P�D�Q���W�R���G�H�D�W�K�����0�\���¿�U�V�W���R�I�I�H�Q�V�H�����7�K�H���S�R�O�L�F�H���K�D�G���Q�R���L�G�H�D���Z�K�R���F�R�P�P�L�W-
ted this crime, but I felt so guilty I turned myself in. I am not bitter. I did this to myself. I have 
taken every opportunity in prison to better myself.

I am 59 and have an innocence claim. I have been in prison for 28 years. I am a very sick 
man. I have hereditary diabetes and am slowing dying here.

I was 19 and admitted to a horrible crime committed during a botched robbery while high 
on PCP. I take full responsibility for my life and don’t blame anyone. I have gone from reading 
at a fourth-grade level to getting a bachelor’s degree and will be an ordained minister shortly. 
I am 52 years old and served 23 years.

I am a 65-year-old man. I have hypertension, a broken clavicle, enlarged prostate, hepatitis 
C and because of inadequate medical care am slowly dying in prison. I have participated in 
many programs and written several books.

Currently Illinois’ prison population is at 130 percent of capacity. Allowing some elderly to 
be paroled will reduce expenditures by about $70,000 annually for each person. It is estimated 
about 900 elderly would be eligible for parole if this bill becomes law. This is not a get-out-
of-jail-free card, as each will have to demonstrate they are reformed and no longer a threat to 
anyone. 

Bill Ryan 
Westchester

GIVE  ELDERLY  CHANCE AT PAROLE  

HOW WE GOT HERE

By Jean Snyder

Too many men and women are housed in 
Illinois’ prisons for too long. And the number 
of long-termers is growing. That’s a dilemma 
that some of us outside the prison walls have 
been thinking about. Led by Bill Ryan, Stat-
eville Speaks’ founder, our group has asked 
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By Janet Jackson 

I will be 60 in 2014 and work-
ing on my 28th year of incar-

ceration. In 1986 I was given a 
life without possibility of parole 
under the accountability theory. I 
did not kill my abusive husband. 
My two co-defendants accepted 
pleas (one was a former foster 
child who lived in our home) and 
were given lesser sentences than 
mine.

I would not accept a plea as 
did not see how I could be found 
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LETTERS

I am a 67-year-old female who has been 
imprisoned since 1979 for the crime of mur-
der. Not a day has passed that I don’t think 
about the man I shot or the terror I created. 
I shot a man while on a shoplifting spree be-
cause he attempted to stop me. I pray each 
day for the victim’s loved ones and friends 
whom I know still miss him. My life has 
been consumed with guilt, and I have thought 
of that one day over and over, replaying its 
events and wishing that miraculously its out-
come could be changed. In my heart I harbor 
the deepest regret and remorse.

I could not see the remaining years of my 
own life as salvageable and for that reason it’s 
excruciatingly hard to write about my own 
accomplishments, but I did pick up what was 
left of my life perhaps for my mother or my 
children, or my grandchildren. Perhaps I felt 
that eventually my story would change the 
outcome of another woman’s life. For what-
ever dignity has been stripped from me, I still 
have the ability to touch another person’s life. 
I think because I was allowed to lose and give 
back in some way that I mustered the strength 
to carry on and to even excel.

I have achieved my AA and AAS Degree, 
�W�K�H�Q�� �D�� �%�(�6�� �’�H�J�U�H�H���� �D�� �7�X�W�R�U�L�Q�J�� �&�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�H����
Safety and Sanitation License, Restaurant 
Management and computer classes, and 6 
years of on the job training in Prison Indus-
tries, where I was taught to operate and use 
many high powered machines used in the 
manufacturing of prison clothing and guard 
uniforms which are used statewide. Now at 
64 years of age I am medically unassigned 
because of bronchial asthma and COPD, plus 
a bulging spinal disc that has restricted move-
ment.

I reside in a Maximum Security Prison, 
Logan Correctional Center. The population 
is roughly around 2,000. It would be a great 
kindness to elderly prisoners who are no 
longer able to work or obtain a release from 
overcrowded and sometimes volatile condi-
tions which exist in prison.

My children are adults who reside in other 
states too far away to afford the expense of 
traveling to visit. My only means of contact 
is through letters, and I write many letters to 
keep in close touch. I do have friends who 
would provide me with a home to go to in the 
event I was released. I am grateful to every-
one who reads this, and I pray you will sup-
port the change we ask for.

Pearl Tuma

My name is Jeff Bartik. I’m 52 years old 
and I’m 29 years into a Natural Life sentence 
for murder. I beat a woman to death in her 
home while high on PCP although I couldn’t 
prove the last part. I was about as messed up 
as a person could be, but I wasn’t far enough 
gone not to realize that I had done something 
horribly wrong and it haunted me. The po-
lice didn’t even consider me a suspect in the 
crime. I could have gotten away with it, but 
I was so torn up inside over what I had done 
to that poor woman that I turned myself into 
the police and even gave up a non-negotiated 
plea of guilty to murder in court. I am also 
�D�� �¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H�� �R�I�I�H�Q�G�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�O�R�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �P�\��
non-negotiated guilty plea did me no good 
come sentencing time. If you know anything 
about the Circuit Court in Du Page County, 
then you know why.

I’m not bitter though. I did this to myself. 
A good person who had every right to feel safe 
and secure in her own home is dead because 
of me. The depth of sorrow my heart feels for 
that leaves no room for any bitterness over 
my circumstances. In fact, I consider that the 
Lord has blessed me far beyond what I could 
ever have dreamed possible for me. My bless-
ing has a name; it is Denise. We’ve known 
each other since we were 12 years old and 
have been married since 1996. It is her un-
�À�L�Q�F�K�L�Q�J�� �O�R�Y�H�� �D�Q�G�� �G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�G��
over the last 30 years that has inspired me to 
be a better person and aspire to be the per-
son she believes I can be. There is no greater 
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By Jim Chapman

To the right is a poem by William Jones, 
a prisoner serving a natural life sentence at 
Stateville Correctional Center near Joliet, Il-
linois. I know Jones very well. He was in the 
Stateville Communications class I taught as a 
volunteer for six years. In his letter, he details 
the path he followed from street gangster to 
his present, mature, giving status.

Bill is a gifted communicator. But there 
were 30 other men (subject to change) in the 
class. All were doing natural life or virtual 
life-straight sentences—so long they cannot 
expect to be alive on their outdate. Most were 
in their 40s and 50s and had been imprisoned 
for many years, some over 25 and some, be-
sides Bill, had been on death row. 

In all those years, I had only enthusias-
tic cooperation from the class participants. 
All the time I was in a closed classroom with 
�W�K�H�P���D�Q�G���Q�R���F���R�¶�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���R�U���R�I�W�H�Q���H�Y�H�Q���F�O�R�V�H��
by. Never a hint of an incident. 

These men had matured. They collec-
tively created programs about aid to youth at 
risk in urban communities, a monthly news-
letter for prisoners, virtual classes that could 
be taught on the prison’s tv network, and “A 
Day at Stateville” and the Changing Minds 
Campaign, statewide programs around the 
state to educate the public about dysfunc-
tional prisons.

HOW MATURE LONG-TERM PRISONERS 
TRANSFORM THEMSELVES

FREEDOM
by Williams Jones

To be free one must live how
he or she like,
It shouldn’t make any different
if he is white or black.

To be free one must have 
a love for life,
always taking into consideration the
next man’s advice.

To be free is to believe in yourself,
and considering also the next man’s
health.

You can’t live without your fellow
man,
The best part about freedom is being
able to lend a helping hand.

I had my freedom but I so foolishly
-
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